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Program Notes:

“Why aren’t there more slow pieces in three four time?”  Why indeed.

My colleague, Peter Francis, Conductor of the Queensland Youth Orchestra Wind
Symphony, posed that question at a music teachers’ conference along with the challenge
to me to write such a piece.  I did – the next morning!  Thanks Peter!

The music is slow and singing in style.  It is plaintive and evocative in nature and it is
simple – a Simple Song.

Rehearsal Notes:

Where possible, the phrases should be long and, if the players are mature enough,
wedged so no 2 or 4 bar breaths are taken in unison.

Don’t allow the work to drag or rush, let it move comfortably at 84 beats per minute; a
little more or a little less.  A hint of rubato or consider an increase in tempo at 41 would
be acceptable.  Make music is my only real wish.
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